CONTACTS

NJ Fostercare - a program of the New Jersey
Department of Children and Families

1-877-NJ Foster
http://www.state.nj.us/njfostercare/
1-800-99 ADOPT
www.njadopt.org
REFERENCES

http://www.state.nj.us/njfosteradopt

http://www.fostercaremonth.org

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/in

fo_services/fact-sheets.html
http://www.childwelfare.gov//adoption/foster
SOURCES

Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Re-
porting System (AFCARS) data submitted for
the FY 2003, 10/1/02 through 9/30/03

U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. American
Fact Finder. http://factfinder.census.gov

Child Welfare League of America - National
Data Analysis System http://ndas.cwla.org/
data_stats/access/predefined/Report.asp?
ReportID=127
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"“The Greatest Honor?’

It takes a special person,
To be a mom or dad;
The joy when a child is born,
Is enough to drive you mad!
Now when a child’s adopted,
His family gets to choose;

The babe brought home to open arms,
A situation he can't lose.
Moving on to foster parents,
Whether young or old;

They take children into their homes,
And love them like their own.
They teach the children new things,
And how to trust again;

They show children the world out there,
Beyond the sorrow and pain.
Foster parents have hearts of gold,
And they often take the fall;

For this they have the greatest honor:
Appreciation from us all!

- Wendi Sturgeon
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.. Become a Foster Parent Today ..

©

Keep a <chil dos
them and providing them a home.

©

If you have room in your home and your
heart, for a child in need, please contact
1-877-NJ FOSTER or 1-800-99 ADOPT.

Being a foster parent can be a very
rewarding experience.

WHAT IS FOSTER CARE?

Foster care is a service provided to families who,
for a variety of reasons, cannot assure the safety
of their children or parent them in a way that will
promote health physical, social, and emotional
development. Children live with Agency approved
families until they can return to their own families,
or until some other permanent arrangement can
be made.

WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE CAN BE
FOSTER PARENTS:

All kinds of people are foster parents. They may
be younger or older; have young children, adult
children, or no biological children at all. They may
own their own home or rent; be a one or two-
income family, or even retired. Foster parents are

regul ar people. They
they donét have all
about ki ds, are commi

help others through a rough time.

l aught

May is National Foster Care Month

(O ’ Foster Care
change a lifetime

Facts About Children in Foster
Care in New Jersey:
Total Population:

12,801 children were in the foster care system in
New Jersey on September 30, 2003

Age: Average Age: 8.8 years
7% < 1 year
31% 1-5 years

27% 11-15 years
13% 16-18 years

22% 6-10 years 1% >19 years
Gender:

Male: 53% Female: 47%
Race/Ethnicity:

 Black (non-Hispanic) 62% are in out-of-nome
care and 16% are in state child population

« White (non-Hispanic) 24% are in out-of home
care and 59% are in state child population

 Hispanic 6% are in out-of-home care and
16% are in state child population

e Am. Indian/Alaska Native (non-Hispanic) 0%
are in out-of-home care and 0% are in state
child population

 Asian/Pacific Islander (non-Hispanic) 0% are
in out-of-home care and 6% are in state child
population

Unknown 7% N/A

e 2 or More Races (non-Hispanic) N/A 2%

Length of Stay:
The average length of stay for children in care on
September 30, 2003 was 28 months.

Reunified:

72% of the young people leaving the system in FY
2003 were reunified with their birth

parents or primary caregivers.

Foster Homes:
In 2004, there were a total of 7,621 approved kin-
ship and non-relative foster homes in New
Jersey. On September 30, 2003, 4% of youth
living in out-of-home care were residing with their
relatives.
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OVERVIEW:
Adoption is a lifelong, life  -changing
journey for all members of the adop-
tion triad: birth parents, adopted peo-
ple, and adoptive parents. Adoption,
the legal transfer of parental rights
from one parent to another, provides
children with love, nurturance, and
stability and promotes their well

and their opportunity to become
healthy, productive adults.

-being

In the United States adoption is gov-
erned by State law, although State law
must comply with overarching Federal

legislation .
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Choosing It, Living It,
Loving It

DR. RAY GUARENDI

1015 RUSKAI MELINA -



http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/index.htm#laws
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/laws_policies/index.htm#laws
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Raising-Adopted-Children-Revised-Edition/Lois-Ruskai-Melina/e/9780060957179/?itm=6&USRI=adopting+a+child
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780867169133

